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Amb.  O’Brien,  co-founder  and  chairman  of  American  Global  Strategies  LLC,
served as the 27th US National Security Advisor (NSA) from 2019 – 2021, serving
as the President’s principal advisor on all aspects of American foreign policy and
national security affairs.

During O’Brien’s tenure, the United States orchestrated the historic Abraham
Accords in the Middle East, brokered economic normalization between Serbia and
Kosovo, achieved significant defense spending increases among NATO allies and
increased cooperation with America’s allies across the Indo-Pacific.

Prior to serving as NSA, O’Brien was the Special Presidential Envoy for Hostage
Affairs with the personal rank of Ambassador. He was directly involved in the
return of over 25 detainees and hostages to the United States. O’Brien previously
served as Co-Chairman of the U.S. Department of State Public-Private Partnership
for  Justice  Reform in  Afghanistan  under  both  Secretaries  of  State  Rice  and
Clinton.

Earlier in his career, O’Brien served as a Senior Legal Officer for the UN Security
Council commission that decided claims against Iraq arising out of the first Gulf
War. He was a Major in the Judge Advocate General’s Corps of the U.S. Army
Reserve.

O’Brien is the recipient of the National Security Medal, the National Intelligence
Distinguished Service Medal, the Department of Defense Medal for Distinguished
Public Service, the National Defense Medal, the Legion d’honneur (chevalier), the
Republic of China (Taiwan) Order of the Brilliant Star with Special Grand Cordon
and the Kosovo Presidential Medal of Merits.  

In July 2022, O’Brien was elected as the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the
Richard  Nixon  Foundation.  O’Brien  is  a  Distinguished  Senior  Fellow  at  the
Pepperdine School of Public Policy and a Carnegie Distinguished Fellow at the
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Columbia University Institute of Global Politics. He serves as the Chairman of
the Global Taiwan Institute (GTI) Task Force on US-Taiwan Relations. He is also a
co-chair of the Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) Commission
on Hostage Taking and Wrongful Detention.

O’Brien holds a J.D. from the U.C. Berkeley School of Law. He received his B.A.
degree in political science, cum laude, from UCLA.
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