As fighting in Gaza winds down,
focus must shift to Hamas
leadership abroad
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While discussions in Israel increasingly focus on transitioning to a new phase of
the conflict, the situation on the ground remains volatile. Approximately 20
rockets were recently launched from Khan Younis in the Gaza Strip toward
communities in southern Israel, and intense fighting continues in the city of
Rafah.

The threat extends beyond Gaza’s borders. Near Tulkarm in the West Bank, an
explosive device was detonated against Israeli forces operating in the Nur al-
Shams refugee camp. Hamas official Husam Badran recently outlined the group’s
strategy: “We are currently working to increase and develop resistance in the
West Bank.” He called on anyone with weapons to take action.

In a separate interview, senior Hamas figure Khaled Mashal stated that the Oct. 7
attack created an opportunity for Palestinians to revive their longstanding
ambition: a single Palestinian state “from the river to the sea.”

The purpose that the discourse on the imminent end of intense fighting is meant
to serve is unclear. The risks it poses are evident: it generates hope for our
enemies and, conversely, may reduce our forces’ operational readiness and
vigilance. While Israel has dealt significant blows to Hamas, the group is far from
defeated. Hamas retains a considerable fighting force, substantial weaponry, an
extensive tunnel network, and a largely intact leadership structure both within
Gaza and abroad.

The organization maintains control over areas of Gaza where Israeli forces are not
present. Its unyielding stance in hostage negotiations demonstrates not only an
ability to coordinate under difficult circumstances but also a degree of confidence
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in its position.

As long as Israel’s stated war objectives remain unmet, including the formulation
of an acceptable hostage release deal, pressure on Hamas should not be reduced.
The opposite is true. Our forces on the ground have proved that they know how to
achieve their objectives. They should be given everything necessary to do so,
including authorizations to use intense fire as much as needed to reduce risks and
maintain their safety. It is appropriate to avoid messages that create hesitation or
confusion.

The time has come to target senior Hamas officials living abroad, who currently
operate with relative impunity. Israel must maintain several points of leverage
against Hamas to impede its recovery: Control over humanitarian aid distribution;
preventing residents from returning to northern Gaza; maintaining control of key
border crossings; keeping Gaza geographically divided; establishing a wide
security perimeter with strict rules of engagement and carefully managing the
issue of Palestinian detainees (under no circumstances should we agree to a
situation where they are released due to a shortage of detention facilities or for
other technical and administrative reasons.)

The many question marks in the current policy should be replaced with
exclamation points, both regarding the pressing humanitarian issues and
undermining Hamas’ governance efforts. The principle of simplicity also applies in
this regard.

Our success in the Gaza Strip is crucial to prevent Hamas from realizing its
ambitions in the West Bank as well, and to ensure that when the time comes, and
to ensure we can address the northern front from a position of strength when the
time comes.
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