
Lessons for Israel’s Fight Against
Hamas  from  the  West’s  Fight
Against ISIS
written by Dr. Adi Schwartz | 22.10.2023
Key Messages:

World leaders, including US President Joe Biden, have compared Hamas
to ISIS.
A Western-led coalition has been fighting ISIS in Syria and Iraq since
2014. American Secretary of Defense, James Mattis, characterized
the fight against ISIS in their stronghold of Mosul as “a war of
annihilation.”
The fight against ISIS for Mosul,  Iraq in 2016-2017 was the heaviest
urban combat  since World  War II;  the destruction resembled that
wrought by the Allied Forces in World War II on the German city of
Dresden. The UN calculated that more than 80% of Mosul was estimated
to be uninhabitable as a result of the destruction.
The city of Raqqa in Syria, another stronghold of ISIS attacked by the US
military,  was  considered  “unfit  for  human  habitation,”  following  the
attacks.
While Israel will continue to take steps to avoid civilian casualties, it is
likely that in its fight against ‘ISIS in Gaza’ – e.g. Hamas – it will need to
adopt similar strategies and standards as those actually used in some
cases by Western governments in their fight against ISIS.

Background

In  the  wake of  the  barbaric  atrocities  perpetrated  by  Hamas against  Israeli
civilians  on  October  7,  2023,  numerous  world  leaders  have  unequivocally
denounced the actions of this radical Islamist extremist group. Some have drawn
explicit parallels between these actions and the gravest atrocities committed by
the Islamic State (ISIS). For example, on October 10, United States President Joe
Biden declared: “The brutality of Hamas — this bloodthirstiness — brings to mind
the worst — the worst rampages of ISIS.”[1]
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The War against ISIS

In reaction to ISIS’s swift territorial expansion in Iraq and Syria, several Western
nations, including the United States, the United Kingdom, and France, initiated
interventions to counter the threat from the radical Jihadist group. Among the
most significant military operations were those conducted in Mosul, located in
Iraq, and Raqqa, situated in Syria, which both served as key strongholds of ISIS in
the region.

According to Time magazine, senior American military commanders reached back
into history for parallels and precedents as to the scope and ferocity of these
battles[1]. PBS’ Frontline program cited military commanders describing the fight
for Mosul as the largest military operation in the world since the invasion of Iraq
in 2003, and the heaviest urban combat since World War II[2]. Michael Butt,
Emergency Response Coordinator for International Medical Corps Iraq, said that
the destruction resembled that of the Germany city of Dresden in WWII[3]. Then
US Secretary  of  Defense  James  Mattis  characterized  the  fight  as  “a  war  of
annihilation.”[4]

In an interview with CBS’ Face the Nation program on May 28, 2017, Mattis said
that ISIS was “a threat to all civilized nations. And the bottom line is we are going
to move in an accelerated and reinforced manner, throw them on their back foot.
Our intention is that the foreign fighters do not survive the fight to return home
to North Africa, to Europe, to America, to Asia, to Africa. We’re not going to allow
them to do so. We’re going to stop them there and take apart the caliphate.”[5]

The destruction in both Mosul and Raqqa was near total. The United Nations
calculated that more than 80% of Mosul was estimated to be uninhabitable as a
result  of  the  destruction.[6]  The  fighting  left  behind  eight  million  tons  of
debris.[7] Raqqa was considered “unfit for human habitation,” with around 80
percent of the city damaged or destroyed[8]. Army Command Sergeant Major,
John Wayne Troxell, the senior enlisted advisor to the U.S. military’s top officer,
said  in  November 2017 that  Americans “fired more rounds in  Raqqa in  five
months than any other Marine artillery battalion since the Vietnam War”.[9]

Collateral Damage

Since 9/11, the United States has been involved in the war against radical Islamic
terrorist organizations, such as al-Qaeda and ISIS, with many of the battles taking



place in densely populated urban areas. Under the law of armed conflict, military
forces are required to apply a principle of discrimination — using deadly force
against hostile forces, but not against civilian noncombatants. As applied with
respect to civilian population centers, the requirement has two elements: there
must  be  a  legitimate  military  target,  and  the  damage  to  civilians  must  be
“proportionate.” The question of course is how many innocent civilian deaths
make a strike against a legitimate military target “disproportionate”.

In an article in July 2007, Salon’s Mark Benjamin learned that “the magic number
was 30,” according to Marc Garlasco, who was the US Pentagon’s chief of high-
value targeting at the start of the War on Terror. “That means that if you hit 30 as
the anticipated number of civilians killed, the airstrike had to go to [then Defense
Secretary Donald] Rumsfeld or [then President] Bush personally to sign off.”[1] If
it was anticipated that a lower number of civilian casualties would be caused by a
strike on a high-value military target, the strike could be approved at less senior
levels.

Conclusion

Following the heinous acts committed by Hamas on October 7, both Israel and its
Western  allies  have  declared  that  Hamas  shares  similarities  with  ISIS,  and
consequently,  they  advocate  for  a  comparable  approach:  the  complete
dismantling  of  the  organization.

To  implement  this  strategy,  Israel  may  consider  drawing  lessons  from  the
practices of its Western counterparts in combating ISIS, particularly in urban
regions akin to those in the Gaza Strip. While Israel will continue to take steps to
avoid civilian casualties, it is likely that in its fight against ‘ISIS in Gaza’ – i.e.,
Hamas – it will need to adopt similar strategies and standards as those actually
used in some cases by Western governments in their fight against ISIS.
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are Released and Qatar  Ends its
Support for Hamas
written by Asher Fredman | 22.10.2023
Key Messages

 In recent years, Qatar’s relations with the West have grown stronger and deeper.
In 2022, the United States defined Qatar as a ‘major non-NATO ally’. Qatar’s
economic ties with European powers such as Germany, the UK and Italy are
expanding.

At the same time, Qatar is a prime sponsor of the Hamas terrorist group.
Qatar has been hosting Hamas’ HQ, leaders and operatives since at least
2012, including those involved in transferring millions of dollars for terror
activities.
It is estimated that over the last decade, Qatar sent over a billion and a
half dollars to the Gaza Strip, the significant majority of which went to
Hamas, its operatives and employees.
In recent years, Israel allowed and even encouraged the transfer of Qatari
funds to Gaza, in the hope that this would buy quiet and delay the rounds
of fighting. These transfers both strengthened Hamas and helped Qatar
gain significant leverage over the terrorist organization.
The United States and Europe, particularly Germany, Italy, the UK and
France,  must  strongly  pressure  Qatar  in  order  to  ensure  that  Qatar
employs all of its leverage to bring about the release of all of Hamas’
hostages. Western governments, as well as private sector and civil society
actors, must use all of the economic, political and public relations tools at
their disposal to this end.
In the mid-term, these countries must demand that Qatar choose between
enhancing its relations with the democratic West, and its support for a
radical  terrorist  organization  more  brutal  than  ISIS.  Israel  too  must
change its approach to Qatar, including with regards to post-war Gaza
reconstruction.

Qatar and the West

 Since the Gulf War, Qatar’s relations with the West have greatly improved on
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both the economic and military fronts. The US is one of Qatar’s most important
trade partners,

responsible for 15% of all goods imported to Qatar.[1] The largest US military
base in the Middle East is located at Al Udeid Air Base near Doha, which hosts US
Central Command’s Forward HQ as well  as the US Combined Air Operations
Center and US Special Operations Central Command.[2] In January, 2022, US
President Biden announced that Qatar would be designated a ‘Major Non-NATO
Ally’.

Qatar’s  relationships  with  European  nations  are  also  gaining  strength.  Italy,
Germany and the UK account for 14% of Qatari imports.[3] At the end of Q1 2023,
the UK reported that trade with Qatar had grown 117% year-over-year.[4] While
Qatari exports, which consist primarily of gas and oil, have traditionally gone to
Asia, energy exports to Europe are growing as a result of Europe’s desire to
identify  alternatives  to  Russian  gas.  For  example,  in  2022,  French  company
TotalEnergies was selected by Qatar as its first partner in developing the world’s
largest liquefied natural gas (LNG) project,[5] and in 2023, Italy’s Eni signed a
long term agreement with Qatar for the purchase of natural gas.[6]

While Western countries are eager to reap the benefits of economic and military
cooperation  with  Qatar,  Qatar’s  human  rights  violations,  and  support  for
terrorism and radical Islamist movements, have drawn criticism. In November
2022,  the  European  Parliament  passed  a  resolution  deploring  the  deaths  of
thousands of migrant workers in Qatar in the lead-up to the World Cup, due to
unsafe working conditions. The resolution also criticizes, “the abuse perpetrated
by the country’s authorities on the LGBTQ+ community. This includes the use of
domestic  laws  that  allow  for  LGBTQ+  persons  to  be  provisionally  detained
without charge or trial for up to six months.” [7] Qatar is currently embroiled in a
EU corruption and bribery scandal dubbed ‘Qatargate’.

Following Hamas’ massacre of 1,400 Israelis and kidnapping of over 220 children,
women and men, the number of voices in Europe calling for a reexamination of
economic deals with Qatar is growing. During the Qatari Emir’s October 12, 2023
visit to Germany, the energy policy spokesperson of Germany’s Free Democratic
Party declared “”Future energy partnerships should only take place with partners
who recognize Israel’s right to exist and do not fight it.”[8]



Qatar and Hamas

 Qatar  is  one  of  the  primary  sponsors  of  the  Hamas  terrorist  organization,
providing the group with extensive logistical and financial support. It is also a
main sponsor of other Muslim Brotherhood-affiliated organizations and political
parties,  including  those  that  have  threatened  moderate  governments  in  the
region.

Qatar has hosted Hamas’ headquarters and leaders in Doha since at least 2012.
According to estimates, over the past decade, Qatar transferred over a billion and
a half dollars to Gaza.[9] While some of that money went to humanitarian aid, the
significant majority (by some estimates,  close to 80%) ended up in the bank
accounts of Hamas, its operatives and employees, enabling Hamas to maintain its
control of the Gaza Strip.[10] On October 18, 2023, the US Department of the
Treasury’s  Office of  Foreign Assets Control  imposed sanctions on a longtime
Hamas operative based in Qatar with close ties to Iran, who “was involved in the
transfer of tens of millions of dollars to Hamas, including Hamas’s military wing,
the Izz al-Din al-Qassim Brigades.”[11]

Another way in which Qatar provides substantial support to Hamas is through its
Al Jazeera television network. Al Jazeera provides a central platform for Hamas
leaders, while spreading Hamas propaganda and inciting against Israel.

True to form, while Hamas’ October 7 rampage of murder, kidnapping and rape
against Israeli civilians was still ongoing, the Qatari Foreign Ministry issued a
statement  saying that  Israel  alone  was  responsible  for  the  violence.[12]  The
Qatari media likewise expressed its support for the attacks.[13]

Israel’s War Against Hamas

 Until the current war, Qatar’s transfer of funds to Hamas-controlled Gaza was
viewed by Israel as largely serving its interest of maintaining quite in the Strip.
The hope was that these funds would help preserve calm on the ground, and delay
the next rounding of fighting for as long as possible.

Hamas’ attack has uprooted this paradigm. Israel has now committed itself to
destroying, “the military and governing capabilities of Hamas” and eliminating or
capturing the Hamas’ top leadership.[14] Simultaneously, Israel is also focused on
efforts to return the approximately 220 babies, children, women and men being



held hostage by Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad. Qatar, together with Egypt,
has played an active role on the issue of the hostages, winning praise from the
US.[15]

Recommendations:

 Following Hamas’ massacre, the West cannot continue with a ‘business as usual’
approach towards Qatar’s support for a terrorist organization more barbaric than
ISIS. The US and Europe should put all necessary pressure on Qatar in order that
Qatar uses all of its leverage over Hamas to bring about the immediate release of
the hostages. As a first step, Qatar should demand that the Red Cross be allowed
to visit and provide medical treatment to all of the hostages.

This pressure on Qatar should include reexamining and potentially downgrading
or cancelling economic ties and agreements, and placing economic sanctions on
all Qatari entities involved in the transfer of funds to Hamas. If Qatar fails to act
decisively  to  free  the  hostages  and  end  support  for  Hamas,  the  US  should
examine whether Qatar’s designation as a major ally is justified. European nations
should identify alternatives to the purchase of Qatari natural gas.

The US should explore the possibility of relocating military instillations
and assets from Qatar to other Middle East locations, including Saudi
Arabia. Relocating assets to Saudi Arabia would help provide the security
guarantees Saudi Arabia seeks in exchange for establishing relations with
Israel, would help defend it from Iran, and would serve to counter inroads
being made by China.
Additional  countries  which support  Israel’s  right  to  defend itself,  and
which have extensive economic ties with Qatar,  such as India, should
participate in the efforts to apply pressure on Qatar as well.
In the mid-term, all countries which recognize Hamas as a terrorist group
should demand that Qatar end all forms of logistical and financial support
for Hamas.
Victims of Hamas terrorism should consider filing lawsuits in relevant
jurisdictions against Qatari entities involved in providing material support
to Hamas.
Private sector actors, academics, athletes and civil society bodies should
refuse to take part in events organized by Qatar, and should refuse Qatari
sponsorships, until all the hostages have been freed and Qatar ends its



support for Hamas.
Israel should not allow Qatar to have a role in the post-war reconstruction
of Gaza, unless Qatar demonstrably ends all support for Hamas.
Similar steps should be explored with regards to other countries that both
support Hamas and have extensive ties to the West, including Turkey,
Algeria, Malaysia and Kuwait. Maximum pressure and sanctions should be
applied  to  Iran  for  its  ongoing  support  for  Palestinian  terror
organizations.
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Israel must crush Hamas
written by Meir Ben Shabbat | 22.10.2023
It wasn’t supposed to happen. The surprise attack by Hamas is an extremely
severe blow to Israel’s image of deterrence, beyond the direct, very heavy price it
exacted from us physically and emotionally.

This attack also severely damages Israelis’ trust in the security forces. The time
will come for the hard questions, investigations and drawing conclusions. Right
now it is only right to focus all attention and efforts on the success of the fighting
and to strengthen the hands of the commanders and fighters from all the security
forces, who, while suffering the painful price of failure, are required to gather
their strength and lead the hard fighting against Hamas.

How do you prevent Hezbollah from joining the fighting ?

We are in a situation that will have historical repercussions. Not only Hezbollah
but also Iran and other organizations are looking to see what happens. The more
powerful and tougher our response against Hamas will be, then this will convey to
Hezbollah that it is not worth its while joining the fighting against Israel. Israel’s
actions  must  turn  the  surprise  attack  by  Hamas  against  Israel  into
Gaza’s  nakba  (tragedy).

The IDF must crush Hamas, kill everybody that belongs to the organization and
destroy  everything  connected  to  it.  The  pattern  of  surgical  strikes  must  be
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abandoned and practices such as “knocking on the roof” (warning with non-
explosive devices that a building is about to be razed) must end. The warnings to
the residents have been given, and now the time has come for guns and not just
planes.

With all due respect, reports on the number of attacks or the weight of bombs
dropped or the number of targets blown up are not interesting. The only figure of
interest right now is the number of terrorists killed in Gaza. Unfortunately, in the
tough neighborhood where we live, this is the only deterrent.

Israel has no reason to rush the offensive. The only considerations that should
guide  it  are  security  and  operational  matters.  There  is  no  need  to  fear
international political pressure and “the legitimacy clock running out of time.” As
long as 130 Israelis – children and the elderly – are held in Gaza, the international
community will be forced to recognize Israel’s right to continue fighting.

Beyond that, the IDF must immediately create a “security perimeter” – an area of
approximately  300  meters  east  of  the  border,  along  its  entire  length,  and
announce that any Palestinian who enters this area risks his life, and accordingly
set instructions for opening fire.

In  the  civil  sphere:  Israel  should  see  itself  freed  from  any  civil-economic
consideration. Israel’s Gaza District Coordination and Liaison office should be
abolished,  and a  total  siege should  be  imposed on Gaza,  with  the  crossings
between Israel and Gaza completely closed. This includes passage of fuel and
goods  from  Kerem  Shalom,  electricity  supply  should  be  reduced  and  the
communication and internet connections in the entire Strip should be disrupted.

How to deal with world reaction to the steps now necessary ?

The world understands the situation very well. The countries of the world do not
want to return to the era of  ISIS.  Hamas has brought them back to it.  The
monstrous  attack  provides  full  justification  for  unconventional  measures  on
Israel’s part. It is wrong to act under a stopwatch or out of fear of the reaction of
the international community.

What about the expected impact on Judea and Samaria?

The events have contradictory effects. On the one hand, they raise morale in the



Palestinian camp and provide inspiration for more attacks. On the other hand, the
Palestinians in Judea and Samaria understand that Israel is currently in great pain
and will  not  show tolerance towards provocations.  I  believe that  a  complete
closure should also be imposed on the Palestinians in Judea and Samaria. At this
time, military efforts should be focused on Gaza, while no risks should be taken
regarding terrorist attacks that might be inspired in Judea and Samaria.

Is there a connection between the Hamas attack and the rapprochement
between Israel and Saudi Arabia?

I find it hard to believe that moving closer to Saudi Arabia had a real impact. In
the eyes of Hamas, this could amount to another possible gain, but not a major
consideration.

It  is  also too early to assess what the consequences of  the situation are for
normalization with Saudi Arabia, and whether this puts everything in jeopardy.

In any case, I  suggest not to see our ambitions regarding Saudi Arabia as a
consideration that should restrain our activities in Gaza. Even in Saudi Arabia, the
similarities between the barbarism of Hamas and that of ISIS are recognized. Not
everyone  there  will  understand  Israel’s  actions,  but  no  one  will  doubt  the
justification.

Moreover, in the Kingdom, as in the entire Middle East, those who react strongly
to such a criminal attack will be respected. At the end of the day, peace is made
with the strong.

Published in Globes, October 11, 2023.

This  time,  Israel  must  topple
Hamas
written by Dr. Raphael BenLevi | 22.10.2023
Anyone observing the trends over the past year could have seen that Israel’s
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deterrence was weakening on all  fronts, both vis-à-vis Hamas and Palestinian
terror, as well as Hezbollah and Iran. 

Hamas has attacked before, but this time, the strategy that has guided Israel in
its response to the terror organization since its takeover of Gaza in 2006 had
entirely broken down. In response to previous rounds of Hamas rockets attacks,
Israel’s goal has been to restore a reasonable level of deterrence against such
attacks by exacting a moderate price from Hamas. It did this by destroying parts
of its rocket production infrastructure and some of the buildings that housed
parts of Hamas’s political and military establishment. 

The success of this strategy was measured in terms of the amount of time without
another period of extended rocket fire, which was on average two to four years.
Under this strategy, Hamas should remain in power, as it  appeared that the
alternatives were worse.

If Israel toppled the Hamas regime, the thinking went, then what would appear in
its stead? Likely the Islamic Jihad, or ISIS, and therefore we were better off
deterring Hamas and focusing our attention on our bigger threats, like Hezbollah
and Iran.

This strategic conception has had its merits over the past 18 years since Israel’s
withdrawal from Gaza. 

Time for a new strategy

However, this weekend’s attack has demonstrated that this strategy has broken
down and that an alternative strategy must replace it. 

Hamas has proven that, in truth, it is no different than ISIS. However, as opposed
to the ISIS “Islamic state,” which does not currently function as a state, the
Hamas Islamic state actually maintains control over a significant portion of land
and rules over two million people.

This past weekend has demonstrated that Israel cannot allow a brutal terrorist
state to continue to exist alongside it and no state should be expected to accept
the existence of such an entity. The continued existence of Hamas has evolved
from a  tactical  threat  of  sporadic  rocket  fire  into  a  strategic  threat  whose
continuation cannot be tolerated.



Therefore,  the only acceptable result  of  the current war is  the unconditional
surrender of Hamas and the toppling of its regime. This must be Israel’s goal, and
this must be the goal of any moral nation around the world, all of whom should
support and encourage Israel to attain it. 

If  the war ends with the Hamas Islamic State still  intact,  it  will  have grave
implications that will certainly lead to a broader war in the Middle East in the
near future. Hezbollah and Iran are closely watching Israel’s next steps and if the
results are anything less than decisive victory,  then their conclusions will  be
clear, that now is the time to expand the war

Alternatively,  if  Israel  adopts  a  new  strategic  conception  and  pursues
unconditional surrender and the end of the Hamas Islamic State, it will  have
significant positive implications for the entire region.  The most significant of
which  would  be  to  encourage  the  negotiations  with  Saudi  Arabia  and  the
establishment of a strong Western-oriented, Israel and Gulf-Arab alliance against
Iran. 

Saudi Arabia is interested in strengthening relations with Israel for one primary
reason, and that is that Israel is a strong country, willing to act forcefully against
their common enemies. It is precisely against the backdrop of the progress of the
negotiations with Saudi that Iran is looking to undermine them by encouraging
this war, in the hopes that Israel will come out looking weak.

It is likely that the specific trigger for Hamas’s actions was the progress on these
negotiations, which would be a great strategic loss for Iran, its Shia proxies, and
Sunni Islamists such as Hamas.

Even more broadly, a decisive Israel victory would be perceived by Russia and
China as a sign that the West as a whole remains strong and not to be provoked,
and vice versa. 

Israel is perceived as the frontline of the West, and it is clear to China that Israel
is supported and strategically aligned with the United States. If Israel falters, it
will be perceived as a weakness of the United States in general and its position in
the Middle East. If it succeeds, it will project to the region and to the world that
the US and its allies around the world remain strong.

Over 800 Israelis have been murdered, another over 2,200 wounded, and there



are currently at least 100 Israelis being held hostage in Gaza as a result of the
surprise terror attack. Per capita, that is about 10 times more murdered citizens
than the US suffered on 9/11. Israel must not be tempted to manage a negotiation
for the captives’ release but rather must adopt an unwavering policy of non-
negotiation with terrorists.

If the goal is to topple the Hamas Islamic State, then there is no legitimate entity
with which to negotiate. Hopefully, Israel will be able to extract the hostages
alive. But if it sacrifices the goal of decisive victory for their safe release, it will
clearly result in incentivizing such incursions and would therefore be immoral and
a grave strategic mistake.

Will adopting a policy of unconditional surrender and ending the regime bring
Hezbollah into the war? Under the previous strategic conception, Israel sought to
avoid a large-scale operation in Gaza in order not to encourage Hezbollah to open
a second front. But this calculation is no longer valid.

The threat of Hezbollah unleashing its arsenal of missiles against Israel is not a
question of if but when. Hezbollah has built up its terror arsenal for the sole
purpose of attacking Israel at a time of its choosing.

A weak Israeli response will certainly encourage Hezbollah to embark on a similar
surprise attack on Israel, including both missile attacks and infiltration to Israel
communities along the border, but on a much greater scale than Hamas was
capable of. Therefore, it may even be preferable for Israel to take the initiative to
disarm Hezbollah now, on Israel’s schedule, rather than wait to be dragged into
another war in the near future at a time of Hezbollah’s preference.
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