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The Hamas attack on October 7 triggered a regional war with global
repercussions. Israel is not only fighting on the frontlines but also in the court of
global public opinion, with pro-Hamas protests on the streets of major European
cities and on US campuses. However, the impact of the war extends beyond
demonstrations, exposing the distorted and biased conduct of the UN and its
institutions, including UNRWA. The International Court of Justice and the
International Criminal Court have also joined the parade of folly, blatantly
displaying moral and ethical distortions regarding IDF operations in Gaza, and
Judea and Samaria.

Against this backdrop, we are witnesses to the strengthening of bizarre Red-
Green red alliances between “progressive” elements and Islamic fundamentalists,
mindlessly championing a superficial worldview and revealing alarming ignorance
about Hamas, radical Islam, and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

These phenomena indicate the danger posed by the spread of Hamas and radical
Islamic narratives among various audiences in the free world, as well as the
growing trend of radicalization among Muslim communities in the free world,
particularly in Europe and the US. The echoing of these narratives and
radicalization processes in the streets lead to violent rampages that severely
disrupt social order. This includes the targeting of government and cultural
symbols, with national flags burned, national monuments defaced, and slogans
smeared in blood-colored paint in public spaces.

This Islamic violence also stirs fears among Western leaders, which causes them,
in dangerous moral blindness, to restrain Israel, while failing to challenge Hamas,
Iran, and its proxies. Although they are aware of Iran being the driving force
behind a significant part of the protests and riots in the West, they nevertheless
stand silent in the name of “democracy and liberalism,” even when (violent)
freedom of expression is cynically used as a tool for undermining the most
fundamental values of Western societies.

Yet, it is obvious to everyone that if Israel does not defeat Hamas in Gaza and
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leaves it as a governing power that can regain strength, this will have
repercussions for the entire region and the world. This would boost Iran and the
“axis of evil” it leads, including Hezbollah, the Houthis, and other Iranian proxies
in the region. Shiite militias in western Iraq and southern Syria will continue to
target American interests and troops, and above all, Iran will continue to operate
within a strategic comfort zone, supplying and encouraging all its proxies to
escalate the security situation in the region. These events will also fuel additional
protests in the West, thus paving the way for radical Islam to expand its foothold
in the free world.

The leaders of the free world must therefore internalize the statements made by
Hamas seniors and Islamic clerics before and after October 7 and listen closely to
what Iranian leaders have been saying for a long time. It is crucial to understand
the foundations of political Islam and the spirit of jihadist-Salafism to realize that
Israel is just the first target. The jihadist-Salafist vision is far-reaching, aspiring to
establish an Islamic nation, an Islamic world, Islamic law, and Islamic civilization.
In such a world, there will be no place for liberty seekers and human rights
advocates, nor for champions of freedom of speech and assembly, women, and
feminists, and certainly not for LGBTQ individuals.

Prime Minister Netanyahu’s speech before the United States Congress on July 24
should be understood in this context. He emphasized that Israel’s war against the
Iranian axis of evil and its proxies, in particular Hamas and Hezbollah, is part of
the free world’s battle against radical Islamic barbarism. Netanyahu also stated
that Israel’s fight is America’s fight and that Israel’s victory will be America’s
victory.

Netanyahu aimed to achieve two objectives. The first was to highlight the
significance of Israel’s war for the entire free world. The second was to illustrate
the deep bond between Israel and the US, and Israel’s commitment to this
relationship, as a testament to Israel’s affiliation with the free world under
American leadership.

Whether or not Netanyahu’s words fell on receptive ears, they accurately
describe the reality Israel has been facing over the last decades, especially during
the Oslo process, which was intended to replace the paradigm of conflict and
armed struggle against Israel with a framework for peace based on the idea of
two states for two peoples.



However, the process has only increased the motivation to destroy Israel, owing
to both the rise of Hamas and Palestinian Authority (PA) support for terrorism.
Hamas managed to win the hearts and minds of many Palestinians and form an
alliance with the Iranian axis. The PA has been inciting to violence against Jews
through systematic indoctrination of the Palestinian public, the glorification of
terrorists, and payments to families of those imprisoned for terrorist violence in
Israeli jails.

This motivation is rooted in the absolute denial of Israel’s right to exist, as a state
in general and as the nation-state of the Jewish people in particular. Israel is seen
by the radical axis as a shameful symbol of Western imperialism and colonialism
and of a declining Western civilization belonging to the free and enlightened
world. Therefore, its destruction is perceived as the first necessary step towards
establishing the Islamic caliphate, where Sharia law will prevail, and all infidels
will be Islamized.

Viewed as a foreign element in the Middle East and the last stronghold to conquer
before taking over the West, hatred and contempt towards Israel will only
intensify. In this sense, the Iranian axis of evil is fully aware of Israel’s importance
to the free world as its protector, making Israel’s destruction a prerequisite for
the subjugation of the entire free world. These perceptions unite the diverse
components of the axis of evil, bridging religious, historical, and ideological gaps
between Shia and Sunni Arabs, and Iranians.

The loathing and hatred are not only directed at the State of Israel as a political
entity but also towards the Jewish People. This animosity is rooted in the
foundations of Islam, the Quran, and the historical legacy of Islam since the days
of Prophet Muhammad and his disappointment with the Jews of Yathrib in the
Arabian Peninsula (modern-day Medina) who did not accept Islam. While there
are other interpretations of the Quran that emphasize peaceful elements, this
approach puts excessive emphasis on Islam’s hostility towards Jews, and glorifies
it, as manifested in the particularly barbaric Hamas attack on October 7 but also
earlier in various suicide bombings against women, children, and the elderly.

It is crucial to understand the Hamas attack and Iran’s support for it, along with
the support of other axis components, as an attempt to destabilize the regional
and global order. Israel’s war with Hamas, Iran, and other proxies attacking the
US is a war against the free world. This conflict is a clear expression not of a



clash between civilizations but of the intense and violent confrontation between
radical Islamic barbarism and the enlightened world, again as described by Prime
Minister Netanyahu in his speech.

The spillover from the regional to the global arena is also reflected in Russia and
China’s support for the Iranian axis. Both are revisionist powers seeking to
undermine the existing world order and the US role in it. The regional war serves
their goal by harming America’s most prominent and important ally in the region,
and American regional standing. This is a step towards full erosion of global US
hegemony.

In his speech before the American Congress, the Prime Minister held a mirror to
the free world, presenting the hard reality we live in. An uncompromising
struggle between the West and radical, violent Islam is nothing short of a world
war. Netanyahu is therefore correct in his assessment of Israel’s critical role in it.
Israel stands as the last fortress of the free world against the potential invasion of
radical Islam. If this fortress falls, and the forces of evil, led by Iran and
supported by China and Russia, succeed in breaching this last line of defense,
Western civilization will collapse into itself, falling easy prey to barbarism and
tyranny, with little hope for salvation.



